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textbooks. Professor West has taken advantage of this necessity and produced 
a book which is much more than a revision of his Modern World. 1 

Those familiar with the Modern World will recall that the first seventh of 
its contents contains a brief summary of earlier history. This feature has also 
been included in The Story of Modern Progress, one-sixth of the entire story 
being devoted to a survey similar to that found in the Modern World. Inas- 
much as this summary included the Renaissance period it was necessary to 
give more space to it. The text proper begins with the Age of the Reformation 
and contains eleven parts. An unusual amount of space is given to English 
history. American history is omitted except where the connection of events 
demands its introduction. For example, the colonization of the seventeenth 
century, the intercolonial wars of the eighteenth century, America's industrial 
inventions in the nineteenth century, and our recent advance in world-politics 
are all treated from the viewpoint of world-development, and not from a 
restricted American position. Part XI is devoted to the war and the new age. 
It contains eight well-written chapters which in themselves are enough to com- 
mend the book to teachers of modern history. For a one-year course in 
modern European history there is possibly no better text on the market. 



Pupil self-government. — Modern civics teaching is demanding much 
participation on the part of the pupil. One way to get this desirable activity 
is through the introduction of student self-government into a class or a school. 
Some English experiments with this sort of thing have been published quite 
recently. 2 Besides narrating his experience in introducing classroom republics 
into his school the author of this little book discusses in some detail the. advan- 
tages of the system and some objections to it. Some attention is also given 
in the last two chapters to the subject, "The School Republic. " Those inter- 
ested in the teaching of practical civics will find many helpful suggestions in 
Mr. Craddock's little book. 

Teacher-training in Minnesota. — The using of high schools for the training 
of country teachers has become quite prevalent in some sections of the country. 
For this reason a wide interest is sure to be shown in a recent publication in 
this field of endeavor.^ Professor Coffman has made an exhaustive survey 
of the situation that existed in the teacher-training departments in Minnesota 
during the school years 1915-16 and 1916-17. Included in the report are 

1 Willis Mason West, The Story of Modern Progress. Chicago: Allyn & 
Bacon, 1920. Pp. xvi+733. 

2 Ernest A. Craddock, The Class-Room Republic. London: A. & C. Black, 
1920. Pp. iv+80. 

3 Lotus D. Coffman, Teacher Training Departments in Minnesota High Schools. 
New York: General Education Board, 1920. Pp. vii+92. 
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discussions of the history of the movement, the teachers and the students in 
the training departments, the curriculum, instruction, administration, finances, 
and what Minnesota superintendents think of the training departments. 
The Appendix contains among other things a valuable comparative table 
showing facts concerning training departments in fourteen states. Inasmuch 
as there are twelve hundred or more of these departments in existence today, 
a detailed discussion of conditions in one state will find a hearty welcome 
among those to whom such departments are intrusted in other states. 



How to supervise instruction. — Persons engaged in school supervision will be 
interested in a book which has recently appeared in this field. 1 Its author is 
the director of the Oread Training School of the University of Kansas. His 
broad training and large experience in the field of supervision give him the 
right to speak with some authority on an important phase of educational 
endeavor. With this training and experience as a basis Mr. Nutt has worked 
out his analytical discussion of the principles underlying classroom supervision 
and the devices and techniques which should, and which should not, 
be employed. Part I discusses the job of supervision, and Part II principles 
underlying the supervision of instruction. To the latter subject the great 
majority of the discussion is confined. Supervisory method, devices of super- 
vision, and technique of supervision are the phases of the subject treated. 
Throughout the book the author makes much use of his personal experience 
in the training of young people for the teaching service. City-school supervi- 
sors and training-school directors will read the treatise with interest and 
profit. 

A new book for college teachers. — We have taken it for granted in the past 
that a college teacher knows how to teach. While we have known all the 
while that many of them were not as successful as others, little or no effort 
was put forth to assist the less efficient ones. There is, however, at the 
present time a disposition on the part of some college teachers to correct this 
undesirable state of affairs. They have united in placing on the market a 
book which is the first one of its kind ever to appear. 2 In all, thirty-one leading 
authorities, representing both large and small universities from every part of 
the country, have assisted in the endeavor. Part I is devoted to such topics 
as the history and present tendencies of the American college, professional 
training for college teaching, and general principles of college teaching. Part II 
tells how to teach the sciences. A chapter each is devoted to the teaching of 
biology, chemistry, physics, geology, mathematics, and physical education. 

'Hubert Wilbur Nutt, The Supervisor of Instruction. Boston: Houghton 
Mifflin Co., 1920. Pp. xvi+277. $1.80. 

* Paul Klapper (Editor), College Teaching. Yonkers-on-the-Hudson, New 
York: World Book Co., 1920. Pp. xvi+583. $4.50. 



